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able resistance in Scotland, upon which he could calculate for
help in his war against Henry. To Henry it was a warning.
He took it as such, and in April made once again his old offers
of peace and alliance. Relying on French help, and on the
rumour of the projected French invasion of England, the Scots
rejected the offer; and in May the French fleet landed a con-
siderable force, which in August joined with the Scots army and
marched towards the Border.

The French invasion and the Scots incursion were both signal
failures. Methodically ruthless Henry took his revenge in the
autumn. Hertford's second mission of destruction was even
deadlier than the first, and the list of his burnings and devasta-
tions makes terrible reading. It includes the destruction of
243 villages, five market towns and seven monasteries. Never-
theless, the shrewdest blow struck on Henry's behalf was struck
by the Scots themselves. It was nothing less than the murder
of Cardinal Beton.

That Henry himself and the English Council were either
concerned, or prepared to be concerned, is quite evident from
various letters, of which the following extract is a sufficient and
typical example. The letter, addressed to Hertford, and written
in Paget's hand, is signed by him and by Suffolk, Russell, Essex,
Gardiner, Wriothesley and St. John. The King has seen certain
letters sent from the Earl of Cassilis to Sadler, * the one contain-
ing an offer for the killing of the Cardinal, if his Majesty would
have it done, and would promise, when it were done, a reward *.
To this amiable proposition ' His Majesty hath willed us to
signify . . . that His Highness, reputing the fact not meet to
be set forward expressly by His Majesty, will not seem to have
to do in it; and yet, not misliking the offer, thinketh good that
Mr. Sadler . . . should write to -the Earl of the receipt of his
letter containing such an offer, which he thinketh not convenient
to be communicated to the King's Majesty: marry, to write to
him what he thinketh of the matter, he shall say that if he were
in the Earl of Cassilis' place, and were as able to do His Majesty
good service there, as he knoweth him to be, and thinketh a
right good will in him to do it, he would surely do what he could
for the execution of it, believing verily to do thereby not only